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Rozol  Ground  Squirrel  Bait  Demonstration  Project 

Rozol  ground  squirrel  bait  was  registered  for  use  in  Montana 
under  a Section  24(c)  registration  in  1991.  This  rodenticide 
bait  was  developed  and  tested  in  Montana  by  Montana  Department  of 
Agriculture  specialists  in  an  effort  to  provide  an  effective 
rodenticide  to  replace  strychnine  baits  which  were  canceled  in 
1988. 

The  active  ingredient  in  Rozol  ground  squirrel  bait  is 
chlorophacinone,  an  anticoagulant.  It  is  formulated  on  a hulled, 
slightly  rolled  oats  at  a concentration  of  0.01%  (100  ppm).  To 
be  effective,  ground  squirrels  must  have  the  opportunity  to  feed 
on  the  bait  more  than  once  during  a 2 to  4 day  period.  This  is 
accomplished  by  making  two  bait  applications  to  the  treatment 
site  2 or  3 days  apart.  Bait  is  spot  applied  by  hand  around 
burrow  openings.  Broadcast  application  is  not  permitted. 

Field  trials  to  test  bait  effectiveness  in  1990  and  follow  up 
evaluations  in  1992  resulted  in  greater  than  90%  reduction  in 
squirrel  populations. 

The  purpose  of  a demonstration  project  or  control  demonstration 
is  to  give  landowners  within  an  area  the  opportunity: 

1.  To  be  informed  about  the  availability  of  this  newly 
registered  product. 

2.  To  learn  and  observe  the  method  of  application,  costs 
and  labor  required,  safety  and  environmental  precautions. 

3.  To  observe  the  results  of  the  application 

To  setup  a demonstration  project  the  community  must  provide: 

1.  A cooperating  landowner  with  a site  to  conduct  the 
project. 

2.  The  site  needs  to  meet  the  following  criteria: 

a.  Easy  access  and  viewing. 

b.  Not  too  large,  no  more  than  10-15  acres.  An 
isolated  squirrel  colony  is  best. 

c.  Short  vegetation  on  the  treatment  site  so  the 
results  can  be  monitored  by  visually  counting  squirrels 
before  and  after  treatment. 

3 . The  landowner  must  participate  in  the  bait  application 
so  he/ she  can  provide  first-hand  information  regarding 
treatment  methods  and  results  to  neighbors. 
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The  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture  will  provide: 

1.  A specialist  to  monitor  the  results  and  assist  in  the 
application. 

2.  Bait  to  conduct  the  project. 

After  the  project  is  completed,  area  landowners  may  wish  to  use 
Rozol  to  control  problems  squirrels  on  their  own  properties. 

The  high  cost  of  bait  when  purchased  in  small  quantities  by 
individual  landowners  has  inhibited  its  use.  Bulk  purchases  make 
the  use  of  Rozol  more  economical.  An  organized  control  program 
by  area  landowners  would  make  bulk  purchases  practical.  A 
licensed  pesticide  dealer  would  be  needed  who  would  distributed 
the  bait  with  minimal  markup.  A local  landowner  who  could  become 
licensed  for  this  purpose.  Rozol  is  a restricted  use  pesticide, 
therefore,  all  users  must  be  licensed  as  private  or  commercial 
applicators.  Area  landowners  may  also  wish  to  organize  bait 
crews  to  apply  the  bait.  This  may  be  more  cost  effective  or 
convenient  for  landowners  that  do  not  have  the  time  or  help  to 
conduct  their  own  application.  These  crews  would  need  to  be 
licensed  as  commercial  applicators. 

The  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture  would  offer  training 
courses  which  would  cover  squirrel  biology,  proper  application 
methods,  mode  of  action,  safety  practices,  environmental 
precautions  and  alternative  control  methods. 

Demonstration  projects  can  be  easily  set  up  during  the  current 
season.  Area  control  programs  may  be  more  difficult  to  organized 
this  season  but  there  is  adequate  time  to  organize  for  1993. 
Application  would  be  best  conducted  before  substantial  vegetative 
growth  occurs  which  will  permit  burrows  to  be  more  easily  seen 
and  before  litters  are  produced. 

For  more  information: 

Montana  Department  of  Agriculture 
Vertebrate  Pest  Program 
Capitol  Station 
Helena,  MT  59620 
(406)  444-2944 


April  1992 
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Efficacy  of  Rozol  Ground  Squirrel  Bait  (0.01%  AI) 
Two  Applications  at  1 Tbs/burrow/application 


•4 


* = Efficacy  counting  juvenile  squirrels  that  emerged  after  bait  application. 

# = Time  and  amount  of  bait  applied  combined  with  plot  above. 

++  = Treatment  area  had  high  potential  for  squirrel  emigration  from  adjacent  areas. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Montana  State  Library 


https://archive.org/details/rozolgroundsquir1992mont 


Efficacy  of  Rozol  Ground  Squirrel  Bait(Cont. 
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